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SUBJECT: REPORTED DEATH BY TORTURE OF ANA GONZALEZ 

REF: STATE 145580 

1 . ANA GONZALEZ WAS AN EMPLOYEE OF CASA JIMENEZ, AN ASUNCION DRY 
GOODS 

STORE. ON JANUARY 31, THE STORE DISMISSED HER FOR REASONS UNKNOWN. 

AN EYEWITNESS SAW A PERSON BELIEVED TO BE A PLAINCLOTHES POLICEMAN 
TAKE ANA GONZALEZ AWAY IN A CAR IN FRONT OF THE STORE IN THE 
EARLY EVENING OF JANUARY 31. HER BROTHER BELEIVED SHE WAS TAKEN TO 
INVESTIGATIONS POLICE. 

2. THE SAME WITNESS REPORTS THAT ON OR ABOUT FEBRUARY 12, SHE 
WAS PERMITTED TO VISIT ANA GONZALEZ IN THE RED CROSS HOSPITAL, 

ALONG WITH ANA'S BROTHER. SHE WAS UNDER GUARD AND WAS KEPT IN A ROOM 
IN THE HOSPITAL NORMALLY USED FOR SUPPLIES AND NOT FOR PATIENTS. 

THE EYE-WITNESS SPOKE WITH ANA WHO SAID SHE HAD BEEN CRUELLY 
TORTURED BUT THAT SHE HAD NOT TOLD THEM, OR CONFESSED, TO ANYTHING. 
SHE ALSO SAID THAT SHE DID NOT EXPECT TO SURVIVE THE ORDEAL. THE 
EYEWITNESS VISUALLYVERIFIED THAT ANA HAD BRUISES AND A BROKEN JAW 
AMONG OTHER INJURIES. ON FEBRUARY 15, AT 1 1 :0() P.M., PERSONS 
BELIEVED TO BE THE POLICE TURNED OVER THE BODY OF ANA GONZALEZ TO 
HER FAMILY AT THE RED CROSS HOSPITAL IN A SEALED COFFIN. 

THEY ORDERED THAT SHE BE BURIED BEFORE SUNRISE WITHOUT OPENING 
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THE COFFIN AND WITHOUT RELIGIOUS RITES. THEY ALSO WARNED THE 
FAMILY TO KEEP SIT ENT AND TOLD THEM TO LEAVE PARAGUAY 
IMMEDIATELY UNDER THE THREAT OF REPRISALS. WE ARE TOLD THEY 
HAVE ALL LEFT THE COUNTRY. 

3. THE MOTIVATION BEHIND ANA GONZALEZ'S DEATH IS UNCLEAR EVEN 
TO THOSE WHO KNEW HER OR TO HER FAMILY. SOME SPECULATE IT WAS 
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AN ACT OF REVENGE BECAUSE OF A DISPUTE AT HER PLACE OF WORK. 
OTHERS BELIEVE SHE MAY HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN SUBVERSIVE POLITICAL 
ACTIVITIES BUT THERE IS NO INFORMATION TO SUPPORT THIS. HOWEVER, 

IF SHE WAS BEING DETAINED FOR ALLEGED ILLEGAL POLITICAL ACTIVITIES, 
WE DOUBT THAT SHE WOULD HAVE BEEN PUT INTO THE RED CROSS HOSPITAL 
BUT INSTEAD WOULD HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO THE POLICE HOSPITAL WHERE 
THE PLOICE HAVE BETTER CONTROL. WE ALSO FIND NO REASON WHY THE 
VISIT BY HER BROTHER AND THE EYEWITNESS WAS ALLOWED. 

4. MORE LIKELY, FROM THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE CASE, PERSONS, 
APPARENTLY MEMBERS OF THE POLICE, WERE WITHER HIRED OR ORDERED 
TO TORTURE ANA GONZALEZ AS AN ACT OF PRIVATE VENGENCE. HOWEVER, 
THIS IS ONLY SPECULATION AND WE DO NOT RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY 
THAT SHE WAS TORTURED TO GIVE EVIDENCE OF A NEW POLITICAL 
"PLOT". 


5. WE HAVE RAISED THIS CASE WITH A HIGH OFFICIAL OF THE 
INTERIOR MINISTRY WHO CLAIMED TO HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF THE CASE. 
HE HAS PROMISED TO INVESTIGATE THE MATTER AND LET US KNOW THE 
RESULT OF HIS INQUIRIES. THIS IS A PRELIMINARY REPORT OF 
INFORMATION WHICH THE EMBASSY HAS DEVELOPED DIRECTLY. WE 
WILL PROVIDE FURTHER INFORMATION AS SOON AS IT IS AVAILABLE. 
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